
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 91-079

SITE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS FOR:

HENKEL CORPORATION
PARKER+AMCHEM
37899 NILES BOULEVARD
FREMONT, ALAMEDA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco
Bay Region (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. SITE DESCRIPTION. Henkel Corporation, Parker+Amchem (Amchem)
located at 37899 Niles Boulevard, Fremont, Alameda County (the
Site) , presently manufactures (blends) chemicals for the metal
treating industry. Henkel Corporation, Parker+Amchem is also
referred to as the Discharger.

2. SITE HISTORY. The existing facility was used as a cannery
until 1952. Underground tanks were used to store fuel for an
oil-fired boiler used in the canning operations. From 1952 to
1980, Amchem Products, Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of
Union Carbide Agricultural Products Corporation, Inc.,
manufactured metal-treating chemicals and formulated
herbicides containing Dichlorophenoxy Acetic Acid (2,4-D) and
Trichlorophenoxy Acetic Acid (2,4,5-T). In 1980, the metal­
treating chemical business, the Fremont facility, and the
AMCHEM name were sold to Henkel of America. The formulation
of herbicides was discontinued.

A 2,4-D surface spill in 1978 triggered a series of soil and
groundwater investigations. The investigations revealed the
presence of herbicides in soil at the site. Some contaminated
soil as well as buried drums were excavated in 1982. In 1984
ten underground storage tanks were removed. Significant
petroleum and herbicide contamination was reported in soils
beneath the tanks. Amchem examined the extent of soil and
groundwater contamination in cooperation with Board staff.

3. INTERIM REMEDIAL MEASURES FOR SOIL. In 1987 the Department of
Health Services, Amchem and Union Carbide Corporation entered
into a Consent Agreement to clean up herbicide contaminated
soils regulated under the State Hazardous Substance Account
Act. Excavation of soil was completed by October 1988 under
a DHS-authorized Remedial Action Plan. In June 1989 DHS
certified the completion of their required remediation, but
estimated that groundwater monitoring would continue for
approximately 10 years.
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